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Hon Sue Ellery; Hon Peter Collier 

CHARTER AND FOR-PROFIT SCHOOLS — FUNDING 

1118. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Education: 
I refer to the Centre for Independent Studies paper by Jennifer Buckingham and Trisha Jha calling on state 
governments to fund charter and for-profit schools. 

(1) Has the minister read the report? 

(2) Does he support their call? 

(3) Has he sought any advice from the department on the paper? 
Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. Is this question without notice? 

Hon Sue Ellery: Yes. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Because I have this question from the member. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Okay. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I can give the member a response with regard to the charter schools. 

(1)–(3) The department has briefed me on the charter schools. I have not read the actual report per se. What was 
the second part of the question? 

Hon Sue Ellery: Do you support it? 

Hon PETER COLLIER: No, I do not. We have our form of charter schools and it is independent public 
schools. Would we go to the full charter model? No; we think it is absolutely essential that, because it is public 
money, the governance structure of our independent public schools still be determined by the Department of 
Education and the state government. We invest a significant amount of money into those schools. The 
independent public school system has been phenomenally successful; it has provided schools with an enormous 
amount of autonomy—more than they have ever had before. It is operating extremely well. They now have the 
capacity to determine the staffing profile of their particular school. They have the opportunity through the new 
funding model to determine where that funding goes, so they have a lot more flexibility than they have ever had 
before. We are certainly not considering this notion of having the school being almost sponsored by external 
organisations et cetera. We are very comfortable with the IPS model. 

I am quite willing to give the member the formal response as well, because I know I signed off on it today. In 
addition, just to show how accommodating I am, I seek leave to have the answer to the question of which some 
notice was given incorporated into Hansard. 

Leave granted. 

The following material was incorporated — 
 

I thank the Hon. Member for some notice of this question. 
1. The Department of Education has briefed me on the report. 
2. Charter and not for profit schools are not applicable to the context of Western Australia at this time. The Independent Public Schools 
initiative already invests significant and sufficient decision making at the school-community level, while upholding and strengthening the 
ethos and traditions of public education in Western Australia. 
3. Refer to 1. 
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